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experience in a single form, so that some thrills of mental
life may be experienced, and the triad may thus be prepared
to profit by the wandering life of the animal. But it also-
appears that in some cases the passage into the animal
kingdom is made at an earlier stage, and that the first thrill
in the mental unit occurs in some of the stationary forms of
animal life, and in very lowly animal organisms.

In the lowest types of animals conditions similar to those
described as existing in the mineral and vegetable kingdoms
also appear to prevail. Microbes, amoebae, hydras, etc., etc.
only show a permanent atom as a visitor, now and again,
and obviously in no way depend upon it for life and growths
nor do they break up when the permanent atom is with-
drawn. They are hosts, not bodies formed around a per-
manent atom. And it is noteworthy that, at this stage, the
golden life-web in no way represents the organization of the
host's body, but merely acts as rootlets act in the soil,.
attaching particles of soi! to themselves and sucking there-
from nourishment. The permanent atoms in the animal'
kingdom have received and stored up many experiences,
before they are used by the Shining Ones as centres round
which forms are to be built.

Needless to say that in the animal kingdom the
permanent atoms receive far more varied vibrations
than in the lower kingdoms, and consequently differen-
tiate more quickly, the number of triads in the Group-
Souls diminishing rapidly as this differentiation proceeds
and the multiplication of Group-Souls therefore going on
with increasing rapidity. As the period of individuality
approaches, each separate triad becomes possessed of its